THE NEW YORK

HERALD, SUNDAY,

APRIL 2, 1922

Clare Sheridan’s Diary

MY AMERICAN DIARY. . By Clare
Bheridan. Boni & Liveright,

RS, SHERTDAN, whe | has
written a second book of

Lier cxperiences, ral.lf-d “My
American I‘I]ur_\"," thinks that she
sees in the diaw of Lady Emmeline
Stuart Wortly, written in 1850, a
precedent for lLer own literary ad-
ventures in this country and Mexico.
She admits, however, that the formet
teaveler from England wrote with
the unconscious arrogance of &an
aristocrat for whom there was “no
Bohemianism.” Bo an important dif-
ferefice is at once catablished. Mrs.

Sheridan’s enjoyment of the varied
lospitality offercd to her in New
York must have made the task of
her hosts as ensy aws it was delight-
ful. 8he could enjoy hersell as much
with Griffin Barry in an Italidn res-
tamrant in Greenwich Village as she
could on the roof garden of & Brook-
tyn hotel done up as a ship for the
ruests, who studied from aloft the
beautiea of the Manhattan skyline
Bot they both went to Mexico, both
werg, upset b}\_' the clements in the
hote! at Vera Cruz and had a bad
night. 8o nmaybe they are, after all,
analogous figures in literary life.

Mrs. Sheridan leaves the disquiet-
fng personalities of her New York
expericnccs behind her when she
sets out for Mexico, but even on this
journey there is some cvidence that
she may be n poor judge of men,
whom she pretends to understand so
well. On the way to Vera Cruz a
“young man insisted on attaching
himself, He is a Mexican architect,
who has just graduated from the
universily at Philadelphin. e will
te very uscful at Vera Cruz with the
luggage.” Yet only a page further
on the writer is compelled to change
her mind, which plainly dwelt on

"the luggage. She met a “rellable”
Ameorican, who had many good guali-
ties, which are recited in the de-
soviption of him. Bat all were meant
to tead up to his most important at-
iribute. "It is Le," is Mrs. Bheri-
dan's final conclusion, “and not the
voung Mexican architeet, who prom-
ise® to be useful with the lugguge at
Vera Crux"

This time the wriler's estimate of |
characler was finally correct, but it
Wis necessary at lenst once for this
“pelinble American” to take & hand
in the traveler's affuirs before her
destination was reached. The vessel
stopped at Progreso o unload cargo
and take on new passengers, “One
of our fellow travelers ls o Syrian
Jew ashore at Yrogreso,” |
writes the scalpiress, “and Invited
me to go with him to see the town,
tut the relinble American assured
me the Syrian would delay me sight-
seeing until after the departure of
our ghip and he thought my adven-
tires need not begin guite so soon.”
o she remaiged on boand,

The voyagg continved withont pos-

adventure  and - the reliable

American proved to have a pnrm;;-r

going

sible

just as thoroughly to be counted on.
He gave up lis room in the hotel |
at Vera Cruz becausg no other wis |
to be had and it was no fault of hLis :
that the storm caged and the water
came through th
Iy Ahat the

ronl soepersistent-
Teds Liad to be pulled all
over the upartment in search of a
spot.  Then there followed the
[onE trip to the eity of Mexico, which
had almbst exhausted the strength
of the puarty before;it came to an
end, s0 cexasperating were the heat
and the glowness of the trip aud the
deportment of her fellow passengers.

in Mexico city she received  the
cabled pews of her “Aunt Jennie's”
death. This was Lady Randoliph
Churchill, with whom Mrs, “heridun
was thrown in ler youth in Lon-
don. “She used to say to me" ehe
writes, * *"While you are dressing, put
vour mind to it and do the best you
can with youreelf. After that mever
sive your appearance another
thought.! She would scold me un-
mercitully If 1 dia@ not malke an
offort to talic to whatever man 1
sat next to at luncheon or dinner.
ftemember you Gre ansked not for
vour amusement, but to contribute
something to the party.”

Tlera is the apology of the writer
for visiting the famous cathedral
ihat “banal as it sounds oue must
visit cathedrais.” Thore were coln-
try ¢lubs ag weli and the celebration
of the T'ourth of July, in which the
Mexicans only took s hal-hearted
interest. Excufstons invited  on
every side, but Mre, Sherldan had
not yet pot down to the business

| stand

which had bLrought her and her son
o far from Qreenwich Village :u:d'
Fifth avenve. She hoad come to

mnke n bust of Gen, Obregon. Bat
he refused—to be sure, most politely,
ag the old play has it, but lie was
nevertiieless firm. The health of Lhe
six-year-old boy did not seem always
improved 'by the climutic conditions
of Mexico and the return was ulli-
mately undertaken. - Tampico was
the point of departure. The author
gsoon 'concluded that it was a town
for mén and observed that every-
thing opened on the street. “I In-
clude at night a quarter of the
town,"” she writes, “where the ladies
sit outsicde their open, lit up door-
ways i iaying & big bedded, small
room inside. Theso houses are al-
most standardized, varying only in
the manner of their light, some pae-
ferring pink to the cruder, unshaded
clectric globe” el

Mrs, Bheridan's observations of
life in Mexico soon became less civil-
ized. There was a journey through
the Tumpico oil fields, an encamp-
ment in the open, and they a slow

| But one who tells of her travels with

Chaplin wue not there, and in spite
of the courtesy of the movie agents
the traveler went up to San Fran-
gisco for o brief alternation of life
at Burlingume and study of prison
conditions at San Quentin. Dut
Charles came back and Mrs, Sheri-T
dan, who had returned to Los An-
geles, had to depart most completely
from the way of Lady Emmeline
Stuart Wortly, who, of course, never
hind the opportunity to commune SO
gacredly with o star of the camera.
There is, in this interesting finale of
Mler journal, no possible trace of “the
unconscious wrrognnee of & genteel
arl at.” There little or no
foundation, to judge by this book, for
Mrs, Sheridan's complaint that this
country has turned her from an
artist into a writer. /There is fre-
quent evidence that this change may
not, after all, have been skin deens

such evident enjoyment and such
complete confidence will doubtless
find other lands and other peoples to
write about. Maybe ehe will try the
South Sea Islands.

LAWRENCE REAMER.

4

return to Los Angeles. But Chavjes

I, ¥y Lord Dunsany. &G, P, Put-
nam's Sons.

THI, IMAGE AND OTIER TLAYS.

- By Lady Cregory. G. P, Putham's
Sona.

THE LAMP AND THE RELL. By
Pdna St Vincent Millay., Frank
Shay,

INST and last, what inaumer-

abie proverts sprout from Lhat

subjunctive vocuble as short a8
possible and gravid with ali the bLad
and good luck in the world,. What
unthinkable pomances may not root
in its mystic power? “If* is next
to no word at all, the nearcst in-
auvdible vowel sound joined with the
most insignificant breathing, and
sabracadabra® is an eleven-lettered,
five-pointed star of fate—its letters
form n magic squarc—known to King
Solomon and all the rulers of old
Persia and of the farthest Indies
“Abracadabra” was engraved upon
talismans when the world was young,
angd its spell is mighty; but liow ils
boasted might shrivels up and blows

‘Some Modern Pla;sm

nway ko a little dead lead in the
presence of that master-key of the
possible—*“IM"!  Why, Adam dis- |
covered the magic of that word be- |
fore the angel drhve him out of
I5den, and he turned upon his rest-
less helpmatle, wilh her taste for ex-
periment, and said: *"Oh, Eve, (II-.'n‘,:
if you hadn't!” |
cighleenth baron |

Lord Dunsany,
of his name, has touched this
mighty charmm-stone. of mankind |

and 1is language, and 4 mMarve]l was |
bodnd (0 result. 1w Lhe-great ma-
glelan that he is, he has not evoked |
a bolt to strike mankind dumb and
dead, but in the fullness of his mas-
tery of magic he | but invited n
ehower of celestinl ¢ tillations ;u-:i

|

surely plinued not o destroy even
hils lewst worthy readers ag the mo-
mentiry Btars of Japaucse fireworks
ure powerless to burn chiidren who
unsonthed in the glitlering

His range is from
don suburb to the most extremely
and Imaginary Last, ret you ave
just ne enfe in the tenis of Al Shal-
domir as in The Acacins at DBlack-
henth, no matter what Orlentol
gumes are played,

This is a new play, In four acls
and wany scence, which turne upon
the chance that If n suburbauite
should or should not mies the 8:10
traln  hls whole Iife might be
chianged. Scourds fantastic and im-
probable, no doubt., Well, il is fan-
tastic in lord Dunsany's best man-
nér, and anything more extremely
improbablie might de hard for even
Lord Dunshoy to think np. Yot why

shower. a Lon-

should he not turn the impossible
inside cut?  He has the tulisman—
g o i)

Throughout this delightful drama,
ta which British and Oriental char-
acters ore shown In fine contrast,
there are several plnnacles of alm,
remote Lesuty senrcely te be de-
seribed In words—they mount to the
ghadowy vanishing point In the
other of the unspoken thought. Lord
Dnmaany's Intrepddity I8 admirably
displayed in his calm trost that the
reader—or the Suditor—wild not miss
his points, Evon lo the present ves
grettable condition of many renders
and many awndienves his confidence
will probably be justified; his invi-
tations to supplementary  thought
will not po unanswersd Particu-
larly, we should say, the opportunity

| unl matters bad suid to her in taik-

offered 1o the audienco al the ond

of the second act. And the scveral
and various impiications from which
the audience is permitied to draw its
own inferences touching the Im-
pulses and capacities of the heroine,
Miralda, betray a studied effort on
the part of the dramatist to do jus-
tice to certain pulssant idosyncrasies
of the once supposedly gentler sex.
Thiz is & new piay, awaiting its first
production. It Is likely to be & town-
shaking success.

Lady Gregory's plays are all g0 In-
stinct with the tang of bher race
nnd &0 adorned by her intelligence,
artistry and literary skill that & new

My Memorie

BY CHAUNCEY M. DEPEW

“This book covers a vital

. period of our history, from the

threshold of the civil war down
to the end of the greatest war
of all recorded time. . . . The
author illuminates many im-
portant events by glimpses of
light which will afford welcome
aid in the researches and specu-
lations of historians of our
go!itics. . +» «» Abook pervaded

y a spirit of optimism and
written by a man of sensc.”
—Judge Willard Bartletr
the New York Herald.

s of Eighty Years

Noother Americzn could write such a book of reminiscences
At all bookstores.
CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS, Fifth Ave., New York

$4.00.
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one treated with rare
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“A ddicstd'{h wrought hk—_l: simple, slender theme, but

und of the

gouce, bnving a
Canadian country that stands out hg o paipting.""—The Owi-
“Among the literary masterpieces of oll the nges”"— The
“By [ar the most stirring book
—Heywood Broun

which we have seen in u
in The Book Reriew.

scason.
*'A good beok, u greut book and a true book.”-—Tife.
$#2.00 al all Bookelores or from

THE MACMILLAN COMPANY

New York Ciy

collection of them is sure of its ring-
Ing welcome. Her new book is called
“The Image, and Other Plays” and
contains, bLesides the titie [niec:o.i
“Haarahan's Oath,” “Shanwalin” and
“he Wrens” “The Image" Qad its
first editlon in 1910 and wns pro-
duced at the Abbey; “Hanrahtn's
Outh” was suggested 10 Lady Greg-
ory by seeing a performance of “The |
Dumb Wife” in New York and won-
dering how & man would fare under
such circumstances. "Bhanwalla” (the
story written arcund u horee) hue &
strong flnvor of the peychic; and
Lady Gregory in & note to the play
writes that a friend versid in spirit-

ing of present tendencies toward be-
llef in, or consclousness of, spirils
Invisible:

“1 bave no doubt at afl there will
e a return to intuition as in primis
tive days. Reason took lits place,
and reason was sceized on with pas-
sion by the Greoks as a new foree Lo
be used in every possible field and
way. DBul now it has gone as fur
a8 it onn go; it hos ceased to in-
terest, to satisfy; it Is to intuition
we must turn fur new discoverics
Aund Lady Gregory adds: *I said
then to wmyscll that my countryside
tales are justified. These people of
toncly bogs and Lillsldes liave still
their intuition, theie sensitiveness to
the unseen; they do not reason
about it; they aceept it as simply
ag they do the sighing of the west
wind or the color of the sky.™

“The Lamp and the Pell” § five
not play, wus written by that gifted
yvoung lady Miss Edna 8t Vincent
Millay on the occasion of the filtieth
anniversary of the founding of the
Vassar College Alumnse Associntion
and {2 “Tedionted (o 1817." The
names of performeers In this anni-
versary production are printed with
the cast ol characters at the Leglin-
ning.

Upon the central theme of wom-
en's mutunal friendship and devotion
Misas Miliay writlen & play
pupely Biizebethan In manner, mado
for n special occasion to which she
wished to do honor and apparently
undertuken g & serious Imitation
of the playe of that period, Her
“method” has been successful, and
the plece {8 constructed on the clas-
sical lines which she strove to follow,
But she has written no mere bolis-
tlon, no paredy, no bare frameworl,
Lier own native Imaginntion, feellng
and grce of workmauship huve car-
ried her te distinet elevation over
anyihing which she haz apchileved
heretofore. T'he sincerity and sound
quality of her tes!, the sitaple power
in management of o eltuation ond
the limpid grace which is hier hall-
murk are strikiingly conspicuous 1
W. 8. AL
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HEAD ALY THE NFW BOOKS
At mmall cost we will supply any “book"
in demand” on & resinl basis,  Ttead o
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build a good
vou if examined them

astwards. Asia means

nation of China.”

Said the American, Jere Chalmers:
* *[ tell you frankly we keep our cye on japan, and we
many commercial ships

which _lmu.lld astonish

t00, know @ bit more about soldiering
grandfnt.lm. I don't like the way things are

ing different now that

that amazing fellow, Prince Shan, has made a great

A Fascinating Story of World Politics in 1934

. E. PHILLIPS
Author of THE GREAT IMPERSONATION
Fourfl; Tatge printing, $2.00 wlarever books are sold
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